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SUBJECT: BREAK FROM DETENTION CAMP NEAR VIENTIANE 

REF VIENTIANE 1041 

1. A LAO TOLD EMBOPF FEBRUARY 18 THAT HIS BROTHER AND 

104 OTHER PORMER PAR PERSONNEL HAD ESCAPED PREVIOUS DAY 
PROM AN AGRICULTURAL DETENTION CAMP AT KOUT SAM BAT 
(TP556205), 32 KILOMETERS PROM VIENTIANE. 

2. SOURCE SAID THAT BEPORE THE BREAK THERE WERE 
APPROXIMATELY 500 PORMER FAR JUNIOR OFFICERS AND NCO'S 
AT THE CAMP WORKING AS AGRICULTURAL LABORERS UNDER 
LIGHT GUARD. 

THE PRISONERS REPORTEDLY DECIDED TO ESCAPE ALTER 
THEY RECEIVED WORD THAT THEY WOULD BE MOVED TO MOUNG 
KHEUNG (UG0272) IN THE NEAR PUTURE. SOURCE SAID THOSE 
WHO ESCAPED WERE MOSTLY HIDING IN VIENTIANE AREA BUT 
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HOPED TO GET OUT TO THAILAND. 

4. THE CAMP AT KOUT SAM BAT IS REPORTEDLY ONE OP AT 
LEAST THREE CENTERS JUST NORTH OV VIENTIANE WHERE PORMER 
PAR PERSONNEL AND FORMER POLICEMEN UNDER THE OLD REGIME 
ARE INCARCERATED AS AGRICULTURAL LABORERS. THE OTHERS 
ARE AT VEUN KHAM (TP4808), APPROXIMATELY 25 KILOMETERS 
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FROM VIENTIANE, WHERE APPROXIMATELY 300 EORMER POLICE 
OEFICERS ARE HELD UNDER LIGHT GUARD, AND DONG BANG 
(TE4594?) APPROXIMATELY 15 KILOMETERS NORTH OE 
VIENTIANE WHERE APPROXIMATELY 250 EORMER EAR OCS 
TRAINEES ARE HELD, ALSO UNDER LIGHT GUARD. 

5. COMMENT: BREAK FROM DETENTION CAMP MAY LEAD TO 
INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES IN VIENTIANE LIKE THOSE 
IMPOSED FOLLOWING THE APRIL 25, 1976 SAM KHE PRISON 
BREAK (REETEL). 

CORCORAN 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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